Why Choose MiniVerde?
· Less thatch than competing ultradwarf varieties
· Deeper roots than competing ultradwarf varieties

· Less grain than competing ultradwarf varieties

· Easier to manage than competing ultradwarf varieties

· Less expensive to own than competing ultradwarf varieties

· Used extensively by well and lesser known facilities

Any owner, committee chair or golf course superintendent faced with making a decision on which ultradwarf bermudagrass to plant must ask the same question.  Which available product will make our facility most successful?  Criterion for making such a decision must include financial considerations such as cost to purchase and cost to own, purity, source and establishment period. These factors should and must all be taken into account but often the decision ultimately depends on playability and putting quality.
Once greens are prepared for planting establishment time for MiniVerde can be anywhere from five to seven weeks for 100% coverage.  It is important to delineate the difference between full coverage and maturity.  New greens will be quite firm for the first year and will mature in that period to be a bit more receptive to the ball.

MiniVerde usually costs a bit more to purchase than the competition but a strong case can be made that it is less expensive to own.  While cost is always a factor, bear in mind it is a relatively low number to deal with when a total greens reconstruction is involved. The costs in managing an ultradwarf bermudagrass are simple enough to identify and should play a more significant role in any cost analysis.  Fertilization, irrigation, chemical applications, mowing, brushing, grooming, rolling, verticutting, aerating, topdressing and in some cases painting, covering or overseeding pretty much cover the management and financial commitment to owning and maintaining one of these grasses.
The expectations of any given facility will determine the frequency and necessity of some of these practices.  For instance if club A sets a goal for average daily green speeds of 10’ on the Stimpmeter and Club B sets a goal of 12’, Club B will spend more money on mowing, rolling and probably fungicides as more stress will allow for more disease pressure.  This is the reality of the cost of speed no matter the variety of grass.
Back to the original question addressing which grass is better and why should someone choose MiniVerde over other ultradwarfs. The financial obligation of owning MiniVerde will be reduced due to some factors which interestingly make MiniVerde a better putting surface as well.  Fast and firm is the word on the street these days when it comes to quality putting surfaces.  MiniVerde is proven to produce less thatch than other ultradwarf varieties.  For putting quality this means a firmer surface with less effort.  A more aggressively thatch producing ultradwarf will need more topdressing more frequently.  This means more sand (often finer and dried which can come with a higher price tag as well) and more sand takes more man hours to apply, more wear and tear on equipment to apply it, and more tee times taken away in place of necessary topdressing.  More sand will wear out bedknife blades and reels faster through wear and tear and grinding.  Less thatch means less money spent getting rid of it.

While all bermudagrasses produce grain there are varying degrees of it found in the ultradwarf varieties.  Here again MiniVerde has proven to produce less grain than the competing ultradwarf bermudagrasses.  Prove it to yourself when you visit the other varieties by inspecting the old cup plugs on the putting green.  The unsightly “grain smile” left by the other varieties will be much more pronounced than MiniVerde. Keep in mind MiniVerde still produces some grain, it is bermudagrass.  Preventative measures are followed by corrective measures if grain gets out of hand but the likelihood of corrective measures being taken on MiniVerde is greatly diminished.  An entire new line of greens grooming equipment has been formed around the prevention and removal of grain in ultradwarf greens.  Brushes, groomers and carbide tip verticut blades top the list of these products and all are useful and recommended tools even with MiniVerde. Just as described in thatch management, the frequency of these practices necessary to keep grain at acceptable levels with MiniVerde will be significantly less than other 
ultradwarfs.  Putting quality with little to no grain far exceeds that of aggressive and sometimes out of control grain found on competing ultradwarf varieties.  Time and effort to combat excessive grain will cost money and lost tee times.  Less grain means less money spent combating it.
A competitor once said you don’t putt on roots.  He may be right but if you don’t have roots you don’t have a putting surface.  The dramatically enlarged root system of a MiniVerde plant gives golf course superintendents the safety of a very hardy plant that is more resistant to disease and offers quicker recovery to verticuting, aerification, injury or disease when these inevitable events occur to greens.  In the golf course management industry pump systems go down due to power failure, broken irrigation lines prevent scheduled watering and in general restricted access to water occurs.  Deeper roots mean that the MiniVerde owner will have a plant with carbohydrate reserves and the ability to withstand dry conditions thus making it far more likely to recover from severe drought.  Less disease and deeper roots provide a bit of an insurance policy and tend to keep the sprayers parked, rather than frequently applying expensive fungicides.   
Another consideration regarding roots is the presence of nematodes.  These little organisms are a real problem as they prey on roots. The more roots you have the less damage they can do.  MiniVerde is not resistant to nematodes but offers a better product when nematodes are present.  A severe nematode infestation case involving MiniVerde planted on non-fumigated green sites ultimately had to be treated with Curfew.  The university professor who got involved told the owner they were lucky it was MiniVerde as any other ultradwarf would have simply been dead.  With the increasing presence of damaging nematodes in golf course putting greens and a decreasing arsenal of combatants, MiniVerde has a clear edge in nematode tolerance.
All sod farms are not free of nematodes and infestations.  Check your source and references to satisfy yourself that there is no history of selling infested stock.  The worst thing possible is to fumigate new greens only to purchase infested plant material.  It has happened.  A visit to the Modern Turf farms will help assure any prospective client of the exceptional growing standards we maintain. 
MiniVerde has been used by many golf courses of varying stature and budget types.  The obvious names that enjoy high profile status like TPC Sawgrass, East Lake and Secession are easy to point to and have all chosen MiniVerde based on sound decision making.  Cal Roth (Vice President of Agronomy for the PGA Tour) says he wishes all the courses the “tour” played on were planted with MiniVerde.  Fred Klauk, who recently retired as the Golf Course superintendent of TPC Sawgrass, grew eight different varieties of ultradwarf for eight years including the three most planted varieties (TifEagle, Champion and MiniVerde).  Fred chose MiniVerde because he said it gave him the best possible surface with the least amount of effort. He said there was no way he would be able to allow the time necessary to manage the other varieties given the huge amount of play that facility hosts on a daily basis. While it is easy to point out the big names MiniVerde enjoys, there are bountiful success stories at lower budget clubs and even mom and pop pitch-and-putt courses. Lists of MiniVerde references are readily available for a more direct comparison of courses similar to yours.  We suggest reviewing these and selecting those which you would like to learn more about and contacting them. 
The visual appearance of a putting green with little to no grain coupled with the feel and even sound of a ball landing on a firm green lets golfers know they are playing on high quality putting surfaces.  The satisfaction of knowing this is occurring on a MiniVerde green that has a significantly improved root system over other comparable varieties should help make this decision a bit easier for anyone.  For any concerned entity faced with choosing the best grass for their greens we hope this information is compelling.
· Deeper roots = healthy hardy turf

· Less thatch = firm greens with less effort

· Less grain = better putting surface with less effort

· MiniVerde = $ucce$$ for Le$$

For more information please contact Modern Turf 

Toll Free: 888-413-8873

Office: 803-713-8873

[image: image1.jpg]MiniVerde



        [image: image2.jpg]modern

C K turf




